Amendment 28: Allow policy-making boards to meet virtually during emergency declarations

Item 4-0.01

Operating Policies
Operating Policies Language

Language:
Page 280, after line 26, insert:

“g. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any public body, including any state, local, regional, or
regulatory body, or a governing board as defined in § 54.1-2345 of the Code of Virginia may meet by
electronic communication means without a quorum of the public body or any member of the governing
board physically assembled at one location when the Governor has declared a state of emergency in
accordance with § 44-146.17, provided that (i) the nature of the declared emergency makes it
impracticable or unsafe for the public body or governing board to assemble in a single location; (ii) the
purpose of meeting is to discuss or transact the business statutorily required or necessary to continue
operations of the public body or common interest community association as defined in § 54.1-2345 of
the Code of Virginia and the discharge of its lawful purposes, duties, and responsibilities; (iii) a public
body shall make available a recording or transcript of the meeting on its website in accordance with the
timeframes established in §§ 2.2-3707 and 2.2-3707.1 of the Code of Virginia; and (iv) the governing
board shall distribute minutes of a meeting held pursuant to this subdivision to common interest
community association members by the same method used to provide notice of the meeting.

A public body or governing board convening a meeting in accordance with this subdivision shall:

1. Give notice to the public or common interest community association members using the best
available method given the nature of the emergency, which notice shall be given
contemporaneously with the notice provided to members of the public body or governing board
conducting the meeting;

2. Make arrangements for public access or common interest community association members
access to such meeting through electronic means including, to the extent practicable,
videoconferencing technology. If the means of communication allows, provide the public or
common interest community association members with an opportunity to comment; and

3. Public bodies must otherwise comply with the provisions of § 2.2-3708.2 of the Code of
Virginia.

The nature of the emergency, the fact that the meeting was held by electronic communication means,
and the type of electronic communication means by which the meeting was held shall be stated in the
minutes of the public body or governing board.”

Explanation:


http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/4-0.01
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2345
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/44-146.17
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2345
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-3707
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-3707.1
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/2.2-3708.2

(This amendment provides authority for public bodies, including agencies, boards, and common interest
communities to conduct electronic meetings during a declared state of emergency when it is
impracticable or unsafe to assemble a quorum in a single location.)



